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revolutionary Iran (1978-1981) from the perspective of the three main
ideologies of that period, namely Islamism, Marxism, and Liberalism.
The primary objective of the research is to analyze how political violence
was represented in the political discourses based on these ideologies. Data
were collected through documentary studies and a review of publications
associated with each of these ideological currents. The analytical method is
based on James Paul Gee’s seven language actions, including highlighting,
action-building, identity-building, relationship-building, politicizing,
connecting, and knowledge-building. The findings indicate that the
representation of political violence by the main ideologies of this period
was based on three distinct patterns: Islamists justified or condemned
political violence within the framework of legitimate or illegitimate
violence; Marxists emphasized the authenticity and necessity of violence
in the service of historical evolution; and Liberals pursued a violence-
averse approach. Examining the representation of political violence within
the context of the ideologies of this period leads us to the overarching
concept of “revolutionary violence.” In the years following the revolution,
each of these ideologies played a different role in shaping the violence-
ridden situation of that period: Islamists through revolutionary institutions,
Marxists through armed struggle, and Liberals through insufficient efforts
to achieve a peaceful transition, each in their own way contributed to the
emergence of this situation.
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Good governance, as one of the prominent concepts in the field of development,
has garnered the attention of scholars in economics and politics in recent decades.
Daniel Kaufman has introduced a set of indicators for achieving good governance.
The aim of this study is to explain Kaufman’s theory of good governance and
to critique its underlying philosophical foundations, with particular emphasis
on the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei. Examining these foundations is
of fundamental importance for societies such as Iran that seek to formulate an
indigenous model of governance, as differences or conflicts in foundational
principles determine the level of acceptability of a given theory. The central
research question of this article is: What are the philosophical foundations
implicit in Kaufman’s theory of good governance across the four domains
of ontology, anthropology, teleology, and ethics? This research employs a
descriptive-analytical approach and utilizes qualitative content analysis to extract
the hidden philosophical foundations in Kaufman’s theory through his principal
works, and then critiques these foundations within the framework of desirable
governance from the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei. The findings indicate
that Kaufman’s theory is based on the presuppositions of empiricist ontology,
economic anthropology, development-oriented teleology, and instrumental ethics.
The critique and evaluation of these foundations in light of Ayatollah Khamenei’s
thought-characterized by monotheistic ontology, two-dimensional anthropology,
perfection-oriented teleology, and virtue-based ethics—reveal that the neglect of the
spiritual dimension and the transcendent purposes of human existence constitutes
the primary weakness of Kaufiman’s theory, rendering it inadequate for providing a
comprehensive account of “desirable governance” in Islamic societies.
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The main objective of this article is to examine the impact of the implementation
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Contemporary Iranian history is replete with experiences of structural decline
during the Qajar and Pahlavi eras- periods in which the adoption of Western models,
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political despotism, institutional corruption, and the systematic marginalization of
Islam distanced society from its religious identity and the path toward civilizational
progress. In response to this trajectory, the Islamic Revolution of 1979, led by
Imam Khomeini and sustained through the thought and stewardship of the Supreme
Leader (Ayatollah Khamenei), marked a turning point in the reconstruction of
legitimacy, independence, and spirituality in Iranian society. The central research
question is to explain how Iranian society transitioned from the structural decay of
the former regimes to civilizational advancement after the Revolution. Employing

Keywords:

Religious leadership,
Structural degeneration,
Civilizational excellence,
Islamic Revolution, Imam

Khomeini, Supreme Leader.

a qualitative approach and descriptive-analytical method, this study draws on
documentary analysis of historical-political texts, library sources, and the statements
of the Revolution’s leaders to examine the indicators of decline under the Qajar
and Pahlavi dynasties, alongside the intellectual and practical achievements of the
Islamic Revolution. The findings reveal that the model of social transformation after
the Revolution rests on two pillars: “religious leadership” and “divine ideology.”
Imam Khomeini, through his theory of Velayat-e Faqih (Guardianship of the
Jurist), positioned religion at the core of political authority and replaced hereditary
monarchical legitimacy with divine legitimacy. The Supreme Leader has further
advanced this direction through the “Second Phase of the Revolution Statement”
and the strategy of “Jihad of Clarification,” steering the Revolution toward “Islamic
civilization-building.” Based on an analysis of the documents and statements of both
leaders, the study concludes that the Islamic Revolution, by reviving faith, justice,
religious democracy, knowledge, and spirituality, has successfully propelled Iranian
society from the dependency and stagnation of the Qajar and Pahlavi eras toward
civilizational self-confidence and spiritual dynamism.
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The unrest of 2017, 2019, and 2022, although in some respects
possessing the potential to develop into a revolution, ultimately
failed to gain widespread popular support, lacked continuity,
and were consequently defeated. This study aims to examine
the reasons behind the failure of these uprisings to mobilize the
masses on a large scale. To this end, utilizing the theoretical
framework of movement structure analysis as proposed by
Ben Manski-particularly with an emphasis on the necessity of
movement continuity-and employing the method of situational
analysis (which focuses on the role of movement actors and
activists rather than macro-structures), this series of protests has
been investigated. The findings reveal that the aforementioned
unrest faced fundamental deficiencies in transforming into a
revolution. The study concludes that political movements can only
be effective and successful when they possess leadership while
simultaneously enjoying social and cultural capital, and when the
opposing side lacks some of these capacities. Furthermore, the
negative cultural impacts of global neoliberalism on contemporary
society-including the prevalence of a post-ideological and post-
Marxist atmosphere, hedonism, the preservation of calm, the
avoidance of violence, dialogue, and a focus on reform rather than
revolution-are all considered inhibiting factors in the realization of
comprehensive revolutions in the twenty-first century.
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again transformed the relationship between religion, state, and political
power into a central issue in Islamic thought. Davoud Firhi is among the
reformist thinkers who interpreted this revolution not merely as a political
event, but as a historical opportunity for the reconstruction of Shiite
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This research, employing a qualitative method and content analysis of
Davoud Firhi’s written works and discourses, seeks to recognize his
intellectual and methodological foundations, analyze the concept of state,
governance, and power, and examine his intra-discourse critiques of post-
Islamic Revolution trends. The research findings indicate that Firhi, by
distinguishing between religious text, jurisprudential tradition, and the
historical application of jurisprudence, considers political jurisprudence
as a historical and institutional knowledge capable of evolutionary
reconstruction in confronting the modern state. From his perspective, the
Islamic Revolution has provided a context for the transition from sultanic
order to republican order and the realization of religious democracy;
however, he simultaneously warns against the reproduction of religious
authoritarianism, the marginalization of republicanism, and the weakening
of legalism. Overall, the key finding of this research is that the significance
of Firhi’s thought lies less in presenting a final model for governance
and the Islamic state, and more in opening new theoretical horizons for
critique, reform, and the evolutionary reconsideration of Shiite political
jurisprudence.
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this period. The present study answers the question of how the conflict
between the idea of democracy and tradition paved the way for the coup.

Using the historical-discursive method of Quentin Skinner, this study

reconstructs the historical meanings of the concepts of “democracy” and
Keywords: “tradition” in the discourse of the conflicting parties, the constitutionalists
coup, democracy, political and the traditionalists, and shows how these ideas were used as “discursive
thought, constitutionalism, acts” to justify or confront the coup. The findings of this study show that:
1) the coup was the result of a discursive battle over political legitimacy
- not simply a power struggle, 2) Mohammad Ali Shah, with the help of

traditionalist thinking, justified the coup as a legitimate act to restore the

traditionalism.

“traditional system” by redefining concepts such as “system” and “sharia”.
As a result, constitutionalists legitimized their resistance by redefining
“law”, “democracy”, and “equality”.
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