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From Disruption to Solidarity: An Analysis of the Mechanisms for Continuing
Political Cohesion of the Iranian People in the Post-War Era with Israel

Abdolreza Ahmadi Atooee | Doi:10.22034/fademo.2025.548018.1148

Abstract: Due In recent decades, Tranian society has witnessed a persistent confrontation
between two dominant political discourses: the supporters and opponents of the Islamic
Republic. This ideological divide has weakened political cohesion and deepened social
polarization. The central question of this study is how the 12-Day Iran—Israel War (June
2025) served as a “critical juncture” that redefined these rival discourses, fostered national
solidarity, and what mechanisms can sustain this unity in the post-war context.The main
objective is to identify and explain mechanisms of sustaining political cohesion in post-
war Iran. Sub-objectives include analyzing the roots of pre-war discourses, examining the
role of domestic and foreign media in shaping solidarity, and exploring how the concept
of the “Other” was redefined after the war.This qualitative, descriptive-analytical study
applies Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse analysis framework. The research corpus consists
of discourse texts related to the 12-Day War, purposefully selected and analyzed using
qualitative content analysis, conceptual coding, and discourse interpretation.Findings
reveal that the war, by generating a shared external threat, redefined key signifiers such
as “homeland,” “independence,” and “security” as common elements between opposing
discourses. This symbolic convergence reduced polarization and created a renewed sense
of national unity. Media played a key role-official outlets emphasized resistance, while
independent and online media highlighted defense of Iranian identity.The study concludes
that sustaining post-war cohesion requires managing conflicts, fostering dialogue, building
trust in media, and pragmatically redefining the “Other.” Ultimately, the 12-Day War
created an opportunity to rebuild national identity and transcend political divides.
Keywords: Iran, political cohesion, discourse, 12-day war, national solidarity
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Leadership and Development: The Role of Deng Xiaoping>s Strategic

Rationality in the Development of Post-Revolutionary China

. .1
Siroos Bonyadi Doi:10.22034/fademo.2025.536834.1133
Fariborz Arghavani2

Abstract: The events of revolutions in different geographical contexts, although they
initially showed similar results, such as the spirit of change and excitement, have subsequently
determined different paths, and this has been mainly due to the type of leadership in the
post-revolutionary era. The fact that Deng Xiaoping)s leadership in China, unlike Mao,
resulted in growth and development that was called the miracle of the century; an event
that was so rapid is more than anything else an indication of a leaders understanding of
the requirements of continuing the revolution with achievement-making; a role that has,
of course, been neglected and ignored, because from whatever angle this development is
considered, Dengys leadership and the role of his strategic rationality in the development of
China today are undeniable. In this regard, the central question of this article is: What role
has Deng»s strategic rationality played in Chinas development today, and what indicators
and components does this strategic rationality comprise? The findings of this study, using
the method of historical content analysis related to Dengys political literature and his politics
in Chinese history, show that the development experience of post-revolutionary China was
indebted to Dengys leadership, which paved the way for development thanks to strategic
rationality; a strategic rationality that included indicators such as political tragic thinking,
the policy of maintaining the status quo, prioritizing issues, reality as a guiding light for
policy, pragmatism, and the creation of self-correcting .

Keywords: Leadership, strategic rationality, development, China, Deng Xiaoping.
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The Evolution of the Islamist Intellectual-Political Movement during the
Second Pahlavi Era: From Fadaiyan-e Islam to the Islamic Coalition Societies

Ali Moradi Bahmaei '

Behnam Rashidizadeh 2 Doi:10.22034/fademo.2025.548874.1150

Abstract:The Islamism, as one of the most significant intellectual and political currents in
contemporary Iran, played a fundamental role in the socio-political developments, especially
during the Second Pahlavi period. Confronted with the Pahlavi modernization process,
this movement sought both to preserve the religious identity of society and to redefine
the relationship between tradition and modernity within the framework of political Islam.
The importance of investigating this subject lies in the fact that a precise understanding
of the internal transformations of the Islamist movement makes it possible to recognize
the historical context for the emergence of the Islamic Revolution and the subsequent
discursive developments. The main research question addressed by this study is: What
trajectory of transformation, in terms of ideology, organization, and political action, did the
Islamist movement undergo during the Second Pahlavi era? Accordingly, this study adopts
a qualitative approach, employing the “political current analysis” method to examine the
transformation of this movement from the emergence of Fadariyan-e Islam to the formation
of the Islamic Coalition Societies. Research data have been collected through documentary
study and content analysis of historical sources. The findings indicate that Islamism during
this period evolved from a reactive and radical movement toward greater organization and
institutionalization in the form of cohesive associations. This metamorphosis paved the way
for its influential role in the Islamic Revolution.

Keywords: Islamism, intellectual-political movement, Second Pahlavi era, Fada)iyan-e
Islam, Islamic Coalition Societies.
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Discourse Analysis of
the Tudeh Party During the Islamic Revolution of Iran

Hosseinali Ghajari! Doi:10.22034/fademo.2025.540292.1138
Abstract

his article analyzes the socialist discourse of the Tudeh Party during the Iranian Islamic
Revolution (1978 -1979) using Ermesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe’s discourse theory.
Employing discourse analysis, it examines the representation and structuring of key
concepts such as nodal points, master signifiers, empty signifiers, moments, identity, and
subject position within the party’s socialist discourse. Data were collected from primary
Tudeh Party texts through purposive sampling and analyzed qualitatively based on Laclau
and Mouffe’s theoretical framework. The findings indicate that the discourse frames the
four dimensions of economy, society, culture, and politics within Marxism-Leninism.
Marxism-Leninism serves as the nodal point and master signifier of this discourse, with its
adherents identifying as Marxist-Leninists and labeling others as non-Marxist-Leninists.
Empty signifiers include equality, justice, freedom, independence from capitalism, and
progress. Key moments encompass class, party, struggle, democracy, justice, freedom,
imperialism, capitalism, and socialism. This discourse rejects the existing despotic
monarchy, constitutional monarchy, liberalism, Islamic monarchy, and Maoism,
positioning socialism as its desired political myth and ideal state.

Keywords: Socialism, Tudeh Party, master signifier, nodal point, discourse analysis,

political myth.
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A Comparative Study of the Nature of the Protests in Iran From 2009 to 2019
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Abstract

Social and political transformations often emerge through popular protests, reflecting
public discontent and structural weaknesses in political and social systems. In Iran, the
period from 2009 to 2019 witnessed three major protest waves: the Green Movement
(June 2009), the December 2017—January 2018 unrest, and the November 2019 protests
triggered by a sudden fuel price hike. This study examines their core similarities and
differences, hypothesizing an evolution in nature-from political to economic, and
ultimately socio-economic. Using a descriptive-analytical and comparative library-based
approach, the research draws on media reports and academic sources. The 2009 protests
were primarily political, centered in Tehran and major cities, led by urban youth, students,
and the middle class demanding electoral legitimacy and civil rights. In contrast, the
2017- 2018 protests arose from economic grievances—unemployment, corruption, and
inflation- and were leaderless, non-ideological, and rooted in marginalized urban and
provincial areas. Participants were largely workers and unemployed youth. The 2019
protests, sparked fuel price increase, rapidly spread across 24 provinces-including small
towns and rural regions-expressing deep socio-economic frustration. Comparative
analysis reveals a clear shift: early protests emphasized political rights, while later ones
focused on economic survival. Geographically, unrest expanded from 8 provinces in 2009
to 24 in 2019. Findings indicate that socio-economic distress has become the main driver
of instability. The study concludes that unmet livelihood demands increasingly fuel mass
dissent. It recommends that Iranian authorities prioritize structural economic reforms,
reduce corruption, strengthen social protections, and enhance transparency in decision-
making to restore public trust and prevent future cycles of unrest.

Keywords: Protests, government, society, political slogans, political legitimacy.
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The Impact of the Ashura Discourse on the Formation of Collective Identity
and Justice-Oriented Movements in the Contemporary World:
A Sociological Study Based on Shia Foundations

Mohammad Marefat ! DOI: 10.22034/fademo.2025.547208.1145
Abstract: Many This study aims to examine the impact of the Ashura discourse on the

formation of Shia collective identity and its role in inspiring justice-oriented movements
in the contemporary world, employing an interdisciplinary approach combining sociology
and theology. The main research question is: How does the Ashura discourse contribute
to the reinforcement of Shia collective identity and the development of contemporary
justice-oriented movements? The sub-questions focus on the Qur’anic and theological
components, the relationship between Ziyarat Ashura and collective identity and social
capital, and the interdisciplinary reinterpretation of Ashura in social action. The research
adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology of the interdisciplinary type, integrating the
analysis of religious texts, Ziyarat Ashura, and sociological sources. The findings indicate
that Ashura, as a socio-religious discourse, consolidates key elements of collective
identity, including justice-seeking, allegiance to the Imamate, and martyrdom, while the
symbolic and ritual reproduction in Ziyarat Ashura generates symbolic and social capital.
This capital plays a pivotal role in mobilizing and guiding both domestic and transnational
justice-oriented movements, such as the Islamic Revolution in Iran, Hezbollah in Lebanon,
and Shia movements in Iraq and Bahrain. The study concludes that an interdisciplinary
rereading of Ashura, combining Qur’anic teachings and Ziyarat Ashura with sociological
theories, provides a novel framework for analyzing collective identity and justice-oriented
action, effectively elucidating the role of religion in contemporary social transformations.
Keywords: Ashura, Collective Identity, Justice-Oriented Action, Ziyarat Ashura,

Sociology of Religion, Contemporary Movements, Shia Foundations.
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Abstract: Iran’s dependence on oil revenues has profoundly shaped its political
and economic structures, resulting in the formation of a rentier state. This
study examines how the rentier state structure has affected the formation and
functioning of civil society, focusing on the governments of Ahmadinejad (2005—
2013) and Rouhani (2013-2021). Using descriptive-analytical methods, the
findings indicate that the rentier state, by reducing the government’s dependence
on society, limiting accountability, and concentrating power, has hindered the
growth of independent non-governmental organizations and weakened civic
participation. Despite differences in oil revenues and political discourse, both
administrations reproduced rentier dynamics, obstructing the emergence of a
strong and independent civil society in Iran.
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Abstract:This article analyzes and reinterprets the concept of resistance in the political
thought of Imam Khomeini by drawing on theories of sovereignty in modern political
philosophy. The central issue of study is whether it is possible to offer a new analytical
understanding of resistance in Imam Khomeini’s political thought based on modern
sovereignty. The main research question explores how the concept of resistance in
Imam Khomeini’s thought can be analyzed and interpreted in view of modern theories
of sovereignty. Using a text-centered hermeneutic method, the study examines Imam
Khomeini’s views alongside seminal theories of sovereignty by modern thinkers. The
article’s hypothesis is that concepts such as Velayat-e Faqih, religious freedom, prudential
rationality (maslahat), and cultural-economic self-sufficiency form a conceptual framework
for resistance within the structure of Islamic sovereignty. The key contribution of this study
lies in articulating the theoretical capacity of resistance in Imam Khomeini’s thought, both
in terms of divine sovereignty and in its engagement with the modern world and rival
political theories.
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Genealogy of the Construction of the Relationship Between the Religious
Subject in the Kurdistan Quranic School and the Revolutionary Subject in
the Islamic Revolution
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Abstract: A critical re-examination of the ideology and praxis of contemporary religious movements
has become increasingly imperative. Among these is the Maktab-e Qur>an movement, which emerged
in the (1356) in reaction to the intellectual and social transformations within Kurdish society, under
the leadership of Ahmad Moftfitzadeh. Utilizing a Foucauldian genealogical approach and drawing
upon library resources and oral history, this study examines the disciplinary mechanisms employed
by the Maktab-e Qunan in Kurdistan to construct the religious subject, and interrogates the nature
of its interconnection and relationship with the revolutionary subject of the Islamic Revolution. The
central research question is: through what specific disciplinary techniques did Maktab-e Quran
reproduce its religious subjects, and how did these mechanisms operate and interact with the Iranian
revolutionary subject? Findings demonstrate that Maktab-e Quman, through the deployment of
techniques such as Othering (designating groups like leftists, the Tarigah (Sufi order) movement,
and traditional clerics as enemies), the rewriting of history (distorting historical narratives to control
consciousness), the political economy of the body (managing subsistence to counter leftist appeals),
spatial distribution (controlling individuals based on gender, age, and literacy), and self-cultivation
(promoting repentance and norm internalization), coupled with homogenization with the central
revolutionary subject (its insertion into the official state discourse), produced compliant and uniform
religious subjects. Consequently, these techniques enabled Maktab-e Quran to construct a unique
entity termed the «Maktabi Subject,» characterized by ideological conformity, disciplinability, and
distinctness from rival discourses, while simultaneously redefining the Kurdish subject as aligned
and synonymous with the Iranian revolutionary subject.

Keyword: Ahmad Moftehzadeh, Foucault, religious subjectivity, Maktab-e Qunan, disciplinary
techniques
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The Role of Religiosity in Shaping Political Violence or Tolerance in Post
Revolutionary Iran: A Case Study of Tehran

Javad Nasiri Avanaki'

Hojjatollah Darvishpur? Doi:10.22034/fadem0.2025.529846.1121

Mojtaba Maghsoodi’

Abstract: The political in the Islamic Republic of Iran is disoriented and troubled.
Nearly five decades after the Islamic Revolution, political elites and leaders have not
reached a shared understanding or intersubjective consensus on the nature and essence
of the political. Consequently, depending on the evolving conditions of each period,
they have adopted different and sometimes contradictory approaches to the political.
In the first decade, politics was explicitly equated with a pact of brotherhood and
fraternity, while in later decades, it was framed in terms of friend and enemy, and at
times, political disagreements were attributed merely to differences in taste. This article
seeks to answer the question of what underlies the political disorder and the intense
rivalries among political institutions in the Islamic Republic. Through episodic and
conceptual examination, we argue that much of this disorder originates from a lack of
understanding or a fundamental misinterpretation of the very concept of the political.
In the conclusion, we propose agonistic politics as a potential solution in contrast to
non-political, post-political, and antagonistic alternatives. The method of this article is
descriptive, analytical, and prescriptive.

Keywords: The Political, The non-political, The post-political, antagonism, agonism.
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Future scenarios of social hope in Iranian society

Auob nikunahad !
zohreh mohammadi 2 Doi: 10.22034/fademo.2025.534442.1128

Seyyed Razi Emadi 3

Abstract: This Social capital is a critical component of the soft power of political
systems, significantly influencing a country»s effectiveness in both domestic and foreign
policy arenas. Social hope is a key dimension of social capital, reflecting the capacity
to foster a shared belief among members of society that the future can be meaningfully
different and better than the past. Various drivers contribute to shaping social hope
within society. The primary objective of this study is, first, to identify these drivers
and, subsequently, to address the central question: based on the identified drivers, what
scenarios can be envisioned for the future of social hope in Iran?

This study adopts a foresight-oriented and exploratory approach. Methodologically,
it combines two scenario-planning techniques - those proposed by Peter Schwartz
and James Dator - for developing scenarios. The research instruments included semi-
structured and structured questionnaires administered to experts, and the data were
analyzed using MICMAC software.

The findings indicate that the interaction of these drivers allows for the construction of
four plausible scenarios: a fragmented and vulnerable society (fragile and suspended
society), a potential scenario of an anomic and disintegrated society (social collapse),
and a desirable scenario of a balanced society.

Overall, the status of the drivers shaping social hope in Iranian society is far from
optimal, primarily due to the dysfunctionalities within the political-social system.
Accordingly, it is imperative that strategies aimed at promoting national unity and
social cohesion be revisited and strengthened within policymaking institutions.
Keywords: social hope, Iranian society, future research, motivational science, scenario

writing.
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— Weak influences
—— Moderate influences
= Relatively strong influsnces
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Potential indirect influence graph
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Metasynthesis of Research Conducted in the Field of Management
Models from the Perspective of Islamic Teachings
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Abstract: This Islamic teachings are very important and rich resources that,
by examining and using them in the fields of management sciences, can solve
many issues and problems in organizations. Research conducted and presenting
management models from Islamic teachings shows a content dispersion
regarding the presentation and explanation of management models at the level
of Islamic society, which has caused confusion among managers in using these
models. The aim of this research is to metasynthesis of research conducted in
the field of management models based on Islamic teachings to prevent this
confusion and use by managers in Islamic society. The method of conducting
this research was qualitative. Data and components were extracted using
thematic analysis method from component extraction, which was carried out
using MAXQDA software in relation to thematic network design. The codes
extracted from these studies using thematic analysis method were classified
into 129 open codes, 46 basic themes, and 5 organizing themes. The results of
the study were presented as a research model in Islamic society management.
Which included an overarching theme called the Islamic management model and
five key indicator components including managerial, personality, interactional,
belief, and capital factors were identified.

Keywords: Islamic management, islamic teachings, islamic society, islamic
manageme ntmodel.
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