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A Model to Explain the Nature of Pahlavi II Government with an
Overview of Government Theories
Abbas Keshavarz Shokri ! .
Doi :10.22034/fademo.2025.464096.1047
Ghodsi Alizadeh Saylab >

Abstract

This article was written with the aim of understanding the nature and structure of Pahlavi
IT government. Therefore, it seeks to answer the main question, what was the nature of the
second Pahlavi government? To answer this question, the document analysis method, which
is one of the qualitative methods, has been used. With this method, the available documents
including books, articles and theses have been reviewed. For this purpose, the second
Pahlavi government was evaluated in the form of different theories about the government,
and finally, with the conducted investigations, a composite model was obtained to explain
the nature of the second Pahlavi government. In this model, while defining the correlation
between the characteristics of the Pahlavi government, which is an amalgamation of the
characteristics of sultanate, absolutist, rentier, authoritarian and dependent governments,
the vulnerabilities of this government are also shown. The hybridity of the second Pahlavi
government model increased its vulnerability and caused its downfall.

Keywords: Pahlavi government, political monopoly, economic monopoly, informality,
particularism
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The Concept of Rebellion in Ancient Iranian Political Thought:
Content Analysis of the Bistoun Inscription

Shoja Ahmadvand' Doi: 10.22034/fademo.2025.499152.1075

Abstract

Although the term «revolution» is a modern one, and for this reason the term «rebellion»
has been used in the title, the type of action undertaken to overthrow a political regime bears
a strong resemblance to the contemporary concept of revolution. By examining the first
recorded rebellion in Iranian history during the Achaemenid period, we can highlight the
importance of significant political concepts such as rebellion in ancient Iran. The aim of this
article is to demonstrate the initial points regarding the concept of political transformation
in ancient Iranian history through an analysis of one of the most important texts from the
Achaemenid period, namely the Bistoun Inscription. The method of this article is content
analysis, seeking to extract and analyze the concept of transformation, or what we might call
revolution today, through qualitative content analysis of one of the influential texts of this
period that played a significant role in Iranian political thought. The findings of the article
indicate that, firstly, a concept known as «khvishkari» (differentiation of functions) was the
most important theoretical basis for the political and social order of ancient Iran; secondly,
the bureaucratic order of the Achaemenids was based on three sources of legitimacy: divine,
ethnic, and functional; thirdly, as a result of damage to these foundations, the hierarchy
of governance experienced fragmentation and rebellion; and fourthly, the entrenched state
apparatus was able to suppress the rebellious provinces and restore the new king to power,
ultimately thwarting the rebellion in the long term.

Keywords: Khvishkari, rebellion, ancient Iran, Bistoun inscription, revolution
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Explanation of the Islamic Revolution from Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s Point
of View Based on the Springs’ Crisis Theory
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Abstract

From the point of view of Ayatollah Khamenei, the Islamic Revolution was a great historical innovation
that the Iranian nation recorded in its history and the history of humanity. Important revolutions
in the world leave different effects on the domestic, regional and even global level. Iran>s Islamic
revolution is also among the great revolutions with various effects in political, economic, social and
cultural fields. Meanwhile, religious scholars have always played a prominent role in the process of
the revolution. Ayatollah Khamenei, as the current leader of the revolution, has played an important
role in preserving and continuing the Islamic revolution. The main question of the article is, how does
Ayatollah Khamenei explain the Islamic Revolution? The method of this article is a qualitative research
of the type of document analysis, and Spriggans argumentative logic method is used to understand the
thought of Ayatollah Khamenei to explain the Islamic Revolution. By analyzing his speeches, writings
and statements, an attempt has been made to explain the principles and middle ground of the Islamic
Revolution from his point of view. They emphasize the importance of independence, freedom and
social justice and scientific and cultural advances and believe that the Islamic Revolution should act as
a model for other nations in the path of resistance against global arrogance. The findings of the article
show that the Islamic Revolution of Iran, from Ayatollah Khamenei>s point of view, was not only a
political revolution, but also a revolution based on the revival of the religious and Islamic identity of
Iranians, which was formed in opposition to Western civilization. This revolution, relying on soft power
and resistance against the hegemony of the West, seeks to create a model for an Iranian civilization that
has used modern elements of technology and knowledge in the service of this goal. Therefore, from
Ayatollah Khamenei>s point of view, the main crisis was the Pahlavi regime, which was rooted in anti-
Islamism. According to him, the desired ideal system is the Islamic government, and the way out of the
crisis was the Islamic revolution.

Keywords: Islamic revolution, Ayatollah Khameneie, methodology of Springs, independence, freedom
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The Last Great Revolutions of the 20th Century Comparison of the
Iranian and the Nicaraguan Revolution
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Abstract

The two revolutions of Iran and Nicaragua have differences and similarities
in two different cultural and historical contexts. The aim of this article is to
examine them under some of the most important categories and theoretical
concepts in revolution studies. These concepts and categories are taken
from some of the most important works of revolution study. This is a
comparative and descriptive study that at the same time tries to highlight the
specific and major aspects of these two revolutions. Based on the findings
of this study, these two revolutions are most similar in the categories of
economic situation, the nature of the state and its function, international
conditions and revolutionary classes. However, these two revolutions are
most different in terms of ideology, the role of leaders and ideologists,
methods of mobilization and struggle.

Keywords:  Revolution, Iranian revolution, Nicaraguan revolution,
ideology, government
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Revolution and the External Enemy; A Consideration on the Concept of
Imperialism in the Russian October Revolution
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Abstract

Revolutions face enemies both inside and outside the borders of the revolutionary
society in the process of struggle, victory, and consolidation. The most important
part of the actions of revolutionaries is the manner and method of confronting
these enemies. In a two-way process, this process not only affects the actions of
revolutionaries but also causes ideological challenges in the manner and quality of
this confrontation among revolutionaries. Accordingly, the way revolutionaries act
in a process is influenced and affected by the external and international conditions
of the revolution and takes its final shape with the focus on internal and external
enemies. Confronting imperialism and its place in the worldview of the October
Revolution and its tracing in the thought and practice of the leaders of the Russian
October Revolution as a specific concept has created specific requirements and
necessities of political actions. The main issue in this research is to examine the
October Revolution, influenced by the position of the concept of imperialism, and
to trace it in the developments and challenges of the first ten years of the October
Revolution in the form of a comparative and comparative study and in the context
of important developments such as war and succession conflicts.

Keywords: Imperialism, October revolution, interaction, confrontation, Lenin,
war
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Abstract

The Islamic revolution was the messenger of new spiritual and moral values for
humanity at the end of the 20th century, the most important of which is the attention
to human identity and the fight against sexual objectification and women’s nudity.
The transformation of women into sexual goods and the collapse of the family
is the gift of modernity and western civilization. The main goal of the article is
to examine the position of women in the Islamic discourse and the discourse of
Western modernity, and the issue that is sought to be investigated is to examine the
challenges facing women in the age of globalization. Methodology: The present
research is in terms of the developmental goal and the type of qualitative research
that has been done using document analysis and library resources. The statistical
population of the research is the available sources and documents and the type of
targeted sampling is simple. Research tools include documents related to women.
Research findings: In the Islamic discourse, a woman has a human identity like
a man and has a wide range of dignity and rights, and plays an important and
determining role in the family and society, and at the same time, she enjoys
unfair sexual discrimination and justice in the society. In the discourse of western
modernity, women’s identity has been reduced to a sexual commodity, with the
challenges of: increase in violence, sexual abuse and harassment, increase in global
sex trade.
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Abstract

The present article, using library studies and the method of content analysis, attempts
to answer the question: «From Imam Khomeini’s perspective, what role does the
power of faith and spirituality play in strengthening the Islamic Revolution and the
Islamic system?» Political systems require the strengthening of the internal structure
of power for stability and governance. The political system that emerged from the
Islamic Revolution requires cultural power, and the continuation of the political model
of Islam requires cultural policymaking to apply the cultural and spiritual aspects of
power. Imam Khomeini spoke in his statements and positions about the role of the
«power of spirituality and faith» in the victory of the Islamic Revolution and considered
the strengthening of the Islamic Republic of Iran to depend on strengthening the
components and elements of faith and spirituality. Extracting qualitative data and
basic and comprehensive themes from the Imam»s Sahifeh collection shows that the
strengthening of the Islamic Revolution and the political system that emerged from it
requires attention to the cultural and spiritual dimensions of power, and the discourse
of the Islamic Revolution emerged from the power of spirituality, and its strengthening
requires spirituality in structures and actions. The authors are attempting to derive a
schematic model of the role of the power of spirituality and faith in strengthening the
revolutionary system based on the thought of Imam Khomeini.
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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to examine the role of smart power in realizing the
ideals of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. In response to the research question of what
effect smart power has on realizing the ideals of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, the
hypothesis was put forward that smart power has a significant and indisputable role
in realizing the aforementioned ideals. To examine the research hypothesis, data
were collected using a library method and the aforementioned information was
processed using a descriptive-analytical method. Smart power is a purposeful and
wise combination of hard power and soft power to deal with the inefficiency of hard
power and the limitations of soft power in dealing with external threats and internal
harms. In this way, in smart power, coercive and persuasive resources, including
military, economic, cultural, and ideological capabilities, are coordinated in one
direction to ensure the continued stability and progress of the country. Given the lofty
goals and ideals of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, using the tools of smart power
to realize ideals such as independence, freedom, and justice is vital for the Islamic
Republic of Iran to achieve goals and ideals worthy of its name and title.
Keywords: Islamic Revolution of Iran, independence, freedom, Islamic Republic,
smart power.
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Abstract

This article attempts to study the relationship between mysticism and politics in the
Imam’s thought and the role played by mystical ideas in his political perspective.
By searching for the Imamps intellectual sources and the figures who influenced
him - especially Ayatollah Shahabadi - we have shown that the form of the idea
of the Velayat-e Faghih is more indebted to mystical ideas than to jurisprudence.
We have also depicted the Imam’s encounter with newly discovered or innovative
matters in the field of politics. Such an image is evidence of a new way of
mysticizing politics that we do not see in the past. We have made it clear that the
Imam, under old concepts such as the perfect human being and civilized politics,
has introduced a new plan for building society that is profoundly different from
the ancient teachings. In this plan, new details have been taken from the ancient
intellectual systems that allow these teachings and ideas to be present in the new
world and to keep up with developments. And this article mainly deals with these
details.
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Abstract

Freedom is one of the most complex concepts in political philosophy and serves as the most
important criterion for distinguishing democratic and popular systems from authoritarian and
totalitarian regimes. Freedom has also been one of the main demands of the Iranian people
in contemporary history and has been the focal point of many political conflicts in the years
before and after the Islamic Revolution. Importance of freedom in the discourse of the Islamic
Revolution, and the role of two reference social groups in the developments of contemporary
Iranian history, namely intellectuals and clergy, the aim of this research is a comparative study
of the attitudes towards freedom and its dimensions among students and seminarians as symbols
of these two political and intellectual groups. The research method used is a survey, and the
statistical population includes Tehran University and Qom Seminary. The sample size consists
of 480 individuals, evenly distributed between the two groups. Simple random sampling was
employed, and the data collection tool was a researcher-made questionnaire. The findings
indicated that the attitudes of the two groups toward the five dimensions of freedom (freedom
of thought, belief, expression, political, and social freedom) were statistically significant. The
high effect size in all examined dimensions also indicates the significance of the observed
differences between the two groups. The results show that intellectual interaction and social
convergence between these two groups may play an important role in reducing tensions and
conflicts in the social and political sphere of the country.
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Abstract

The qualifications of presidential candidates are exercised by the Guardian Council
in accordance with Article 110 paragraph 9 of the Constitution, and the provision of
approving oversight powers for this council has greatly expanded its powers. What
is the evaluation of factors influencing the process of reviewing the qualifications of
presidential candidates by the Guardian Council? The items that should be studied
are: 1. The subject of approving supervision of the Guardian Council, and its scope
in assessing the eligibility of candidates, 2. The set and space of the executive
branch in the country, from which the supervisory authority, i.e. the Guardian
Council, should have full independence in various dimensions. The research
method in this study, from a legal and political point of view, has a descriptive-
analytical nature and is based on documented documents and reports. It seems that
the Guardian Council has taken a very restrictive approach in its assessment of
the compliance of the candidates) status with the qualitative conditions set forth
in Article 115 of the Constitution. In this study first, the position of the Guardian
Council on the issue of monitoring the presidential election is discussed and then by
evaluating the category of approving supervision, the degree of real independence
of the supervisory authority from the executive body and finally the procedure and
performance of the council are analyzed.
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Abstract

Celebrity culture is one of the emerging issues of the 21st century. This culture is the product
of mass media and, by its very nature, helps to strengthen mass society. If celebrityism
does not have many consequences for liberal governments, it does have consequences
and challenges in governments where the concentration of power is their most obvious
political characteristic and has a revolutionary-value origin. The government in the Islamic
Republic of Iran is considered a rentier state influenced by the oil economy, and therefore
the concentration of power in it is a given. In many matters, even in cultural matters, the
government considers itself directly responsible for policymaking and spends a lot of
money to produce macro policies in the field of culture. On the other hand, the Iranian
government is based on revolutionary and religious values, so it relies on the sources of the
First Norm with moral and religious characteristics. A category like celebrityism, due to
its individualistic approach, fundamentally has a problem with centralization and does not
accept the interference of political power. On the other hand, the sources of the first norm
have sometimes challenged the government. This research seeks to find an answer to the
fundamental question of what were the challenges of celebrityism for the government in
Iran based on a qualitative content analysis of the positions of Iranian celebrities during the
years 2017 -2019? To achieve the answer, a qualitative content analysis of the Instagram
posts of Iranian celebrities has been used.
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