Thematic analysis of Instagram users' comments on the 1401 protests

This study aims to examine how the 2022 protests were represented on Instagram. The central research
question concerns the primary themes found in user comments on high-traffic pages regarding the 2022
protests. To this end, ten high-traffic pages that were highly active during the protests were purposively
selected; user comments posted on these pages during the autumn of 2022 were collected using
systematic random sampling and analyzed via thematic analysis. The main themes identified in the user
comments on the selected pages are as follows: "Efforts to maintain the momentum of collective action
and take control of the protests' trajectory,” "collective emotional responses to socio-political
stagnation," "exerting political and moral pressure on elites to take effective action in advancing the
protests," "the dominance of emotional and moral language in articulating demands," "contestation over
political legitimacy and national identity," and "defense of the discourse supporting the established
order." The findings indicate that during the 2022 protests, Instagram served not merely as a platform
for content dissemination but as a space where content acquired new meanings. The extracted themes
reveal that high-reach pages with active user bases played a significant role in shaping public perception
of the protests through the employment of various media strategies. These results could pave the way
for deeper studies on the role of social networks in the representation of social and political events in
Iran.

Keywords: 1401 protests, Instagram, users, Mahsa Amini, content analysis
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