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The Anti-Religion Policy of the Pahlavi’sII and Its Role in the People's Tendency
toward the Islamic Revolution of Iran

Abstract

In the Iranian-Islamic cultural structure, respect for religious values is observed not only
among the religious stratum but various segments of Iranian society. The cultural
policies of the Pahlavi’sIl government, particularly implementation of state
modernization, were among the most factors creating a rift between the state and
different social groups. The main issue of this research is explain the impact of the anti-
religion policy of the Pahlavi’sIl on the opposition of various social groups to the
regime and its role in the formation of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. The aim is to
analyze how social groups—especially merchants, academics, teachers and students,
women, and lower classes—reacted to these policies, based on the state-society model
and theories of political opportunities, resource mobilization, and collective identity.
This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing documentary and
library studies with a qualitative method.

The findings indicate that the anti-religion policy Pahlavi’sll, instead of diminishing
religious influence, led to increased social legitimacy religious forces in late Pahlavi
Iran. This policy, along with political corruption and neglect of the cultural, social, and
even economic needs of the middle and lower classes, created conditions where religion
became the nucleus of social resistance, ultimately paving the way for the formation and
victory of the Islamic Revolution. Thus, in the decade leading to the revolution, religion
was not merely a belief factor but a socio-political and identity force that resisted the
forced modernization project of the Pahlavi’sIl and became a unifying and mobilizing
force for the public.

Keywords: Pahlavi’sll, Anti-Religion, State, Social stratums, Islamic Revolution.
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