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Abstract

The present study is aimed at examining the strategy of social cohesion in the thought and practice of
Imam Khomeini and its role in shaping the social base of the Islamic Revolution. This research adopts a
qualitative approach and a descriptive-analytical method, analyzing existing documents and sources —
particularly Sahifeh-ye Imam (The Collected Works of Imam Khomeini). Data were categorized using
qualitative content analysis. The findings indicate that social cohesion in Imam Khomeini’s thought was
grounded in five principal components: the centrality of Islam, pursuit of justice, rejection of monarchy,
integration of spirituality and politics, and opposition to division and discord. His practical methods
included network-building through religious authorizations, direct communication with various social
groups, emotional solidarity with the people, exposing the nature of adversaries, and avoiding
exclusivism. This strategy faced several obstacles, including hostile propaganda, divisive policies of the
ruling regime, and deviant internal movements. Nevertheless, social cohesion as a comprehensive
strategy succeeded in forming a broad coalition of clerics, merchants, students, women, workers, and
religious minorities. It significantly strengthened the social capital of leadership and laid the groundwork
for widespread public participation in the victory of the Revolution.
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