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Good governance, as one of the prominent concepts in the field of development,
has garnered the attention of scholars in economics and politics in recent decades.
Daniel Kaufman has introduced a set of indicators for achieving good governance.
The aim of this study is to explain Kaufman’s theory of good governance and
to critique its underlying philosophical foundations, with particular emphasis
on the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei. Examining these foundations is
of fundamental importance for societies such as Iran that seek to formulate an
indigenous model of governance, as differences or conflicts in foundational
principles determine the level of acceptability of a given theory. The central
research question of this article is: What are the philosophical foundations
implicit in Kaufman’s theory of good governance across the four domains
of ontology, anthropology, teleology, and ethics? This research employs a
descriptive-analytical approach and utilizes qualitative content analysis to extract
the hidden philosophical foundations in Kaufman’s theory through his principal
works, and then critiques these foundations within the framework of desirable
governance from the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei. The findings indicate
that Kaufman’s theory is based on the presuppositions of empiricist ontology,
economic anthropology, development-oriented teleology, and instrumental ethics.
The critique and evaluation of these foundations in light of Ayatollah Khamenei’s
thought-characterized by monotheistic ontology, two-dimensional anthropology,
perfection-oriented teleology, and virtue-based ethics—reveal that the neglect of the
spiritual dimension and the transcendent purposes of human existence constitutes
the primary weakness of Kaufiman’s theory, rendering it inadequate for providing a
comprehensive account of “desirable governance” in Islamic societies.

*. This article is derived from Kazem Soleymani’s doctoral dissertation entitled “Analysis and Critique of Kaufman’s Good Governance
with Emphasis on the Views of the Supreme Leader and Martyr Sadr.”
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