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Article type: The three-year reign of Mohammad Ali Shah Qajar was filled with scenes

Research article of conflict and hostility between the monarchist institution on the one

hand and the constitutionalists on the other, which led to the coup d’état
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of Mohammad Ali Shah. However, this event was not merely military, but
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this period. The present study answers the question of how the conflict
between the idea of democracy and tradition paved the way for the coup.

Using the historical-discursive method of Quentin Skinner, this study

reconstructs the historical meanings of the concepts of “democracy” and
Keywords: “tradition” in the discourse of the conflicting parties, the constitutionalists
coup, democracy, political and the traditionalists, and shows how these ideas were used as “discursive
thought, constitutionalism, acts” to justify or confront the coup. The findings of this study show that:
1) the coup was the result of a discursive battle over political legitimacy
- not simply a power struggle, 2) Mohammad Ali Shah, with the help of

traditionalist thinking, justified the coup as a legitimate act to restore the

traditionalism.

“traditional system” by redefining concepts such as “system” and “sharia”.
As a result, constitutionalists legitimized their resistance by redefining
“law”, “democracy”, and “equality”.
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