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Contemporary Iranian history is replete with experiences of structural decline
during the Qajar and Pahlavi eras- periods in which the adoption of Western models,
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political despotism, institutional corruption, and the systematic marginalization of
Islam distanced society from its religious identity and the path toward civilizational
progress. In response to this trajectory, the Islamic Revolution of 1979, led by
Imam Khomeini and sustained through the thought and stewardship of the Supreme
Leader (Ayatollah Khamenei), marked a turning point in the reconstruction of
legitimacy, independence, and spirituality in Iranian society. The central research
question is to explain how Iranian society transitioned from the structural decay of
the former regimes to civilizational advancement after the Revolution. Employing
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Khomeini, Supreme Leader.

a qualitative approach and descriptive-analytical method, this study draws on
documentary analysis of historical-political texts, library sources, and the statements
of the Revolution’s leaders to examine the indicators of decline under the Qajar
and Pahlavi dynasties, alongside the intellectual and practical achievements of the
Islamic Revolution. The findings reveal that the model of social transformation after
the Revolution rests on two pillars: “religious leadership” and “divine ideology.”
Imam Khomeini, through his theory of Velayat-e Faqih (Guardianship of the
Jurist), positioned religion at the core of political authority and replaced hereditary
monarchical legitimacy with divine legitimacy. The Supreme Leader has further
advanced this direction through the “Second Phase of the Revolution Statement”
and the strategy of “Jihad of Clarification,” steering the Revolution toward “Islamic
civilization-building.” Based on an analysis of the documents and statements of both
leaders, the study concludes that the Islamic Revolution, by reviving faith, justice,
religious democracy, knowledge, and spirituality, has successfully propelled Iranian
society from the dependency and stagnation of the Qajar and Pahlavi eras toward
civilizational self-confidence and spiritual dynamism.
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