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The Evolution of the Islamist Intellectual-Political Movement during the
Second Pahlavi Era: From Fadaiyan-e Islam to the Islamic Coalition Societies
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Abstract:The Islamism, as one of the most significant intellectual and political currents in
contemporary Iran, played a fundamental role in the socio-political developments, especially
during the Second Pahlavi period. Confronted with the Pahlavi modernization process,
this movement sought both to preserve the religious identity of society and to redefine
the relationship between tradition and modernity within the framework of political Islam.
The importance of investigating this subject lies in the fact that a precise understanding
of the internal transformations of the Islamist movement makes it possible to recognize
the historical context for the emergence of the Islamic Revolution and the subsequent
discursive developments. The main research question addressed by this study is: What
trajectory of transformation, in terms of ideology, organization, and political action, did the
Islamist movement undergo during the Second Pahlavi era? Accordingly, this study adopts
a qualitative approach, employing the “political current analysis” method to examine the
transformation of this movement from the emergence of Fadariyan-e Islam to the formation
of the Islamic Coalition Societies. Research data have been collected through documentary
study and content analysis of historical sources. The findings indicate that Islamism during
this period evolved from a reactive and radical movement toward greater organization and
institutionalization in the form of cohesive associations. This metamorphosis paved the way
for its influential role in the Islamic Revolution.
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