Revolution Studies
Volume 3, No. 6, Autumn & Winter 2025 (Serial 6)

An Analysis and Reinterpretation of the Concept of Resistance in the
Political Thought of Imam Khomeini, Based on Modern Sovereignty

Mohsen Gholipour !

Farshad Shariat 2

Omid Shafiei Ghahfarrokhi >
Mohammad Sadegh Nosratpanah 4

Doi : 10.22034/fademo.2025.538306.1136

Abstract:This article analyzes and reinterprets the concept of resistance in the political
thought of Imam Khomeini by drawing on theories of sovereignty in modern political
philosophy. The central issue of study is whether it is possible to offer a new analytical
understanding of resistance in Imam Khomeini’s political thought based on modern
sovereignty. The main research question explores how the concept of resistance in
Imam Khomeini’s thought can be analyzed and interpreted in view of modern theories
of sovereignty. Using a text-centered hermeneutic method, the study examines Imam
Khomeini’s views alongside seminal theories of sovereignty by modern thinkers. The
article’s hypothesis is that concepts such as Velayat-e Faqih, religious freedom, prudential
rationality (maslahat), and cultural-economic self-sufficiency form a conceptual framework
for resistance within the structure of Islamic sovereignty. The key contribution of this study
lies in articulating the theoretical capacity of resistance in Imam Khomeini’s thought, both
in terms of divine sovereignty and in its engagement with the modern world and rival
political theories.
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