Revolution

<1

Research Institute of
Imam Khomeini and Islamic Revolution

OnlineISSN:3041-8704

Studies

https://trs.ri-khomeini.ac.ir

Representation of Political Violence in Post—Revolutionary Iran’s
Ideologies (Islamism, Marxism, and Liberalism)

Mohammad Bagher Khorramshad', Reza Tabes h? ><

1. Professor, Department of Political Science, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran. mb.khorramshad@gmail.com
2. PhD Candidate in Political Sociology, Allameh Tabataba’i University, Tehran, Iran. tabesh777@yahoo.com

Article type: This article examines the representation of political violence in post-

Research article

Received: June 09,2025
Received in revised from:
September 20,2025
Accepted: September 23, 2025

Published online: June 21, 2026

Keywords:

Islamist Ideology, Liberal
Ideology, Marxist Ideology,
Representation, Political

Violence.

revolutionary Iran (1978-1981) from the perspective of the three main
ideologies of that period, namely Islamism, Marxism, and Liberalism.
The primary objective of the research is to analyze how political violence
was represented in the political discourses based on these ideologies. Data
were collected through documentary studies and a review of publications
associated with each of these ideological currents. The analytical method is
based on James Paul Gee’s seven language actions, including highlighting,
action-building, identity-building, relationship-building, politicizing,
connecting, and knowledge-building. The findings indicate that the
representation of political violence by the main ideologies of this period
was based on three distinct patterns: Islamists justified or condemned
political violence within the framework of legitimate or illegitimate
violence; Marxists emphasized the authenticity and necessity of violence
in the service of historical evolution; and Liberals pursued a violence-
averse approach. Examining the representation of political violence within
the context of the ideologies of this period leads us to the overarching
concept of “revolutionary violence.” In the years following the revolution,
each of these ideologies played a different role in shaping the violence-
ridden situation of that period: Islamists through revolutionary institutions,
Marxists through armed struggle, and Liberals through insufficient efforts
to achieve a peaceful transition, each in their own way contributed to the
emergence of this situation.
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