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Abstract

The two streams of religious and secular intellectuals have experienced varying
relationships with each other throughout Iran’s contemporary history. Understanding
the developments in these transformations leads to a deeper understanding of Iran’s
contemporary history. The aim of this study is to examine the evolution of these
relationships after the Islamic Revolution. Hence, the main question is what was the
process of divergence and convergence between the two streams of secular and religious
intellectuals after the revolution and which stream played a more prominent role in
producing linguistic goods in the intellectual field? The study found that after the first
decade of the revolution, when the linguistic goods of religious intellectuals were in
convergence with the field of religion, the greatest distance was formed from the secular
intellectuals. However, in the 1970s and 1980s, religious intellectuals, in a flourishing
and independence from the field of jurisprudence, were able to turn to creating ideas and
linguistic goods that attempted to make the compatibility of religion with the concepts
of democracy and freedom, and human rights the symbolic capital of the intellectual
field. After the 1990s, it was gradually the reproduction of the linguistic goods of secular
intellectuals that once again became the symbolic capital of the field, and religious
intellectuals increasingly spoke in the language and rhetoric of secular intellectuals. In
answering the main question, Bourdieu’s method and theory have been used.
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