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Abstract

Although the term «revolution» is a modern one, and for this reason the term «rebellion»
has been used in the title, the type of action undertaken to overthrow a political regime bears
a strong resemblance to the contemporary concept of revolution. By examining the first
recorded rebellion in Iranian history during the Achaemenid period, we can highlight the
importance of significant political concepts such as rebellion in ancient Iran. The aim of this
article is to demonstrate the initial points regarding the concept of political transformation
in ancient Iranian history through an analysis of one of the most important texts from the
Achaemenid period, namely the Bistoun Inscription. The method of this article is content
analysis, seeking to extract and analyze the concept of transformation, or what we might call
revolution today, through qualitative content analysis of one of the influential texts of this
period that played a significant role in Iranian political thought. The findings of the article
indicate that, firstly, a concept known as «khvishkari» (differentiation of functions) was the
most important theoretical basis for the political and social order of ancient Iran; secondly,
the bureaucratic order of the Achaemenids was based on three sources of legitimacy: divine,
ethnic, and functional; thirdly, as a result of damage to these foundations, the hierarchy
of governance experienced fragmentation and rebellion; and fourthly, the entrenched state
apparatus was able to suppress the rebellious provinces and restore the new king to power,
ultimately thwarting the rebellion in the long term.
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