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Abstract

Although the components outside the control of the limited circle of the executive branch play
a significant role in the foreign policy of governments, the discourses and in other words the
sub-discourses governing the executive branch are also very important in the formation of
decisions and especially the way of implementing foreign policy. The focus of this article is to
study the foreign policy of the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran during sixteen years
under the influence of the sub-discourses governing the country»s executive system during the
presidency of Ahmadinejad and Rouhani and to identify and analyze the dimensions of the
evolution of the foreign policy discourse. The question of the article is what was the reflection
of the semantic system of the ninth and tenth, eleventh and twelfth cabinets on the components
of Iran’s foreign policy during the mentioned periods. According to the results, the discourse of
justice-oriented fundamentalism in the Ahmadinejad cabinet led to the adoption of an approach
of reconciliation with the international system in Iranys foreign policy by stimulating public
opinion inside and promoting the belief that the international order is unfair. The support of
the inferior masses, the central sign of the discourse, in contrast to the moderate discourse
ruling the Rouhani cabinet, by generalizing the principle of balance and balance from the
domestic environment to the international environment, led to the formulation of a pragmatism
approach in Iran’s foreign policy. Borrowing from the discourse analysis theory of Laclau
and Mouffe, the present research examines the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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