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Abstract

This article shows why and how the Velayat al-Faqih theory, despite the Iranian
and Islamic theoretical challenges, was able to become a stable and efficient
theory for the formation of the Islamic Republic, by integrating two theological
and philosophical approaches in the two directions of “elitism” and
“contractualism”. Based on Skinner’s methodology, the current research, shows
that the formation of the Islamic Republic and its survival is not accidental, but
based on a series of theoretical discussions and wide-ranging practical and
revolutionary efforts. Iranian idealism based on Farabi's thought and civil
idealism, and contemporary political movements, as well as the theory of Sheikh
al-Islam Naini, and finally the theory of religious authority in Imam Khomeini's
thought, are some of document and proofs presented here, in this realm. Finally
the research shows that in Islamic Republic of Iran, the negotiation among the
two sides of theories, and policy making, is inevitably determined in the shadow
of shia's 12th Imam. However the civil society has the prominent role in the
political.
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