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Abstract

This article shows how gender is constructed as a discourse in the words of
Ayatollah Khamenei as the most prominent religious leader in Iran. This new female
subject has been created in the context of social developments and events related
to women and in Iranian society since the years before the revolution, especially
in the 1970s. Our method is the historical-discourse approach of Ruth Wedak,
which emphasizes on the historical foundations of the discourse. The results of
the analysis show that in Ayatollah Khamenei>s words, a woman is identified with
concepts such as Islamic values, humanity, being a scholar, being a believer, being
active and influential in society, and being independent in determining one»s own
destiny. While he attaches special importance to the role of wife and mother, he
emphasizes the same duties of men and women (regardless of gender boundaries)
in serving the Islamic society of Iran.
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