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Abstract

This article presents a cross-national analysis for empirically test the theory of
resource mobilization in explaining political violence. In the original formulation
of the resource mobilization theory, if many dissatisfied people remain
unorganized and lack resources; And if the rulers can raise the costs of insurgent
actions to a sufficient level, failure and widespread dissatisfaction can never alone
lead to political violence. In order to make this theory testable, several stages
of reasoning were established until finally this hypothesis was formulated as a
representation of the theory of resource mobilization that regime repression has a
non-linear or curvilinear relationship with political violence. In order to verify the
empirical validity of this theory, the mentioned hypothesis was confronted with
secondary data from 147 countries in order to evaluate the degree of conformity
and correspondence of the prediction of the resource mobilization theory with
empirical evidence. In sum, the findings of this research were able to obtain serious
and reliable support for the resource mobilization theory in explaining the cross-
national variance of political violence.
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